Yillimons

Youth Soccer

| Under-17 Boys Championship
4 Eclipse Select: 2 - Chicago Fire Jrs: 0

Eclipse wins 2nd straight
Boys State Cup title

U17 Boys Champions: Eclipse Select
(Names listed alphabetically) Alden Bennett, John Butler,
Irvin Castillo-Lopez, Kevin Cavers, Kevin Fanning,
Timothy Grozier, Gordy Gurson, Kyle Gustafson,Miles Herbet,
Ismael Hernandez,Derek Kappes, Cameron Legan,
Stefan Luetkehans, Julian Montiel, Joshua Muchmore,
Jesus Oseguera, Zach Pearsall, Julian Roman,Tony Salcedo,
Shawn Singh; Coaches: Marc McElligott and Mike Litvack

U17 Boys Finalists: Chicago Fire Jrs.
(Names listed alphabetically) Antonio Alvarez, Andrew Bellmer,
Joseph Charielle, Michael Chwistek, Scott Davis, Mark Finan,
Nathan Freed, Joshua Kremers, Mathew Lalonde,
Michael Lenzi, Kel Markert, John Munson,
Michael Oleszkiewicz, Colin Rook, Cal Roselieb, Logan Spidle,
Sean Totsch; Coaches: Trey Bradberry & Ady Gray

Eclipse Select booked its place in the regional play at the ex-
pense of the Chicago Fire Juniors after an inspired 2-0 victory to
capture the Under-17 crown Sunday afternoon in Rockford.

The defending State Cup champs played comfortably and fluidly
to grab the run of play from the onset and never allowed its
keeper Miles Herbet to be tested seriously in a match which
featured a handful of yellow card bookings and an injury to
backline starter Kyle Gustafson.

The Eclipse' captain who appeared to bump heads with a player

from the Fire at 22 minutes, left the match a little fuzzy, but after

getting attention from the training staff on site, finished the match
on the Eclipse bench to help cheer on his mates.

The shrill blast of the whistle from the center official was the only
noise that could be heard early on as both sides slept through
the early stages until the first chance fell to the eventual champs
with Shawn Singh heading over the bar at 27 minutes.

By now, a trio of Fire players were booked, and with the
continuing stoppage of play, there was little flow or possession,
until the first goal of the match.

Minutes after Zach Pearsall and Gordy Gurson were brought on

by coach Michael Litvack, the duo made their mark on the match.

Pearsall, who was sporting a bandage across his forehand to
protect the five stitches he received the day before during the 3-0
defeat of the Galaxy S/C in semi-final action, redirected a well
struck inward swing to the back post by Gurson in which keeper
Kel Merkert would have no chance to defend.

Mark Finan would nearly equalize two minutes late, but that
would be it for the Fire until regulation time would near when both
Scott Davis and captain Mathew Lalonde were unable to get a
shot off during a scrum in close.

Just after the break, Kevin Cavers would roar up the center
channel and finish with an exquisite touch from just inside the
edge.

"l just carried on through and when just hit it when | got inside the
box," Cavers said.

Cavers' mates Tony Salcedo, Jesus Oseguera and Irvin Castillo-
Lopez had too much pace and energy in the attack for the Fire,
who will advance into the regionals as a wild-card.

"Our first goal was to win our second-straight title (here) and to
go into the regionals as State Cup champions. Now we have to
go there and continue to play well," added Cavers.



