Under-19 Boys Championship
Chicago Fire Jrs: 2 - SLSG: 0

Chicago Fire Jrs.’ all-star
roster leads team to title
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U19 Boys Champions: Chicago Fire Juniors
(Names listed alphabetically) Michael Bethel,
Bart Boguszweski,Brice Carr, Andrew Duran, Sam Etim,
Ethan Finlay, Bryan Gaul, Ryan Garcia, Amilcar Herrera,
Brad Horton, Jarrett Kerr, Brendan King,Alexander Konchar,
Calum Mallace, Eric Marofske, David Meves, Cuitlahuac Meza,
Steve Purdy, Mark Roos, Julian Serrrato, Seth Stockley,
Erik Warren; Coaches: Trey Bradberry & Larry Sunderland

U19 Boys Finalists: St. Louis Scott Gallagher
lllinois

(Names listed alphabetically) William Bloink, Christopher Comstock,
Timothy Day, Tyler Easley, Sam Kosterman, Tad Kreamalmeyer,
Keith Mach, Tyler McNabb, Michael Miller, Daniel Moradi,
Ryan Muich, Zane Reifsteck, Blake Schneider, Robert Smith,
Aaron Streid, Jonathan Svigos, Kameron Young;
Coaches: John Van Buskirk & Dale Schilly.

Goals on either side of the break by Calum Mallace and Amilcar
Herrera, and a water tight backline proved to much for an
undermanned SLSG lllinois side in a 2-0 victory by the Chicago Fire
Juniors in the championship match at Under-19.

With its who's- who roster filled with former lllinois prep and current
collegiate starts, the Fire looked every bit the of a championship club
as it moved the ball around the pitch with confidence and class to
slowly take apart a SLSG club that opened the match with just two
reserves, which took its toll as the rising heat and humidity became
just another deterrent in the hopes of the southern lllinois side.

Worries about marking in the midfield became a reality for SLSG as
it was apparent from the onset that the duo of Julian Serrato (UIC)
and Brendan King (Notre Dame) had far too much pace as they
each took turns breaking through the middle of the park to regularly
find its front-runners or provide its mates on the flanks with
opportunities of their own.

The first 10 minutes resembled more of a chess match as each side
tested and probed its opponents back-line, but near the quarter
hour mark the Fire began to cause problems.

Mark Roos (Wisconsin) had a go at 24 minutes, while a Serrato
bicycle in close wowed the crowd but was easily saved by Zane
Reifsteck.

And while the run of play was clearly in favor of the Fire, there was

little in its attack after some beautiful build-up as the attack bogged
down and lacked the proper bite needed in the final third of the
SLSG side.

While SLSG did manage to defend well and keep most of the play in
front of them, it had little chance to stop Mallace (Marquette) who on
the turn, fired a low left-footed blast under Reifsteck at 45 minutes.

Just after the break Herrera (Marquette) walked in from the left side
and found the far inside netting with a strong low drive to make it 2-
0.

Following that, the Fire's impressed with its possession game that
only picked up a head of steam now that it had a 2-goal advantage
and along with the combined work of its back four of Brice Carr
(George Washington), Brad Horton (NIU), Andrew Duran (Creighton)
and Jarrett Kerr (Michigan) little, if anything, was on frame and at
keeper Steve Purdy (UIC) until a 71st minute shot by Robert Smith
that went wide of the post.

"This team has a great mix of players from last year's U18 Academy
team, which qualified for nationals, in addition to players returning
from the U20 National Team," offered Chicago Fire Premium team
president. "We feel very good about our chances in the coming
weeks, but are wary of clubs such as the Kansas City Wizards, and,
of course, Scott Gallagher out of Missouri."



